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SUBJECT: LEBANON 

1 . IN THE INTERESTS OE KEEPING SADAT AND FAHMY UP TO DATE 
ON OUR ACTIVITIES IN LEBANON, YOU SHOULD PASS TO MOBAREK 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) IN OUR LAST MESSAGE ON AMBASSADOR BROWN'S ACTIVITIES, 

WE MENTIONED HIS THOUGHT THAT A JOINT SECURITY FORCE 
MIGHT BE ASSEMBLED FROM THE VARIOUS GROUPS PRESENT IN 
LEBANON IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A MEANS FOR MAINTAINING THE 
CEASEEIRE AND KEEPING ORDER. AMBASSADOR BROWN HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THIS POSSIBILITY, AS A PURELY 
PERSONAL IDEA OE HIS, WITH SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL MARONITE 
LEADERS ON APRIL 5. THE MAJORITY OF THOSE WITH WHOM HE 
TALKED THOUGHT THAT THE IDEA HAD MERIT AND OFFERED TO 
CONTRIBUTE MARONITE EORCES TO IT. BROWN ENCOUNTERED SOME 
SKEPTICISM AS TO ITS FEASIBILITY, 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 084717 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


BUT BASICALLY THE RESPONSE 

WAS POSITIVE. WE HAVE NOT, AS YET, HOWEVER, MADE ANY 
EEEORT OFFICIALLY TO PROPOSE SUCH A EORCE TO THE 
RESPECTIVE GROUPS. 

B) BROWN ALSO DISCUSSED WITH THE MARONITE LEADERS THE 
IMPORTANCE OE MOVING AHEAD RAPIDLY WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESS THAT MUST BE UNDERTAKEN BEFORE A NEW GOVERNMENT 
CAN BE FORMED AND A MORE VIABLE POLITICAL BASIS 
DEVELOPED FOR LEBANON. HE EXPRESSED SYMPATHY EOR THE 
POSITION OP THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUT SAID THAT HE 
THOUGHT THE ONLY AVENUE EOR THEM WAS TO PROCEED WITH 
THE NEGOTIATIONS LOOKING TOWARD A SOLUTION IN THE CONTEXT 
OP A UNITED LEBANON. 

C) THE SECRETARY SENDS HIS WARM REGARDS TO PRESIDENT 
SADAT AND TO FAHMY. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO YOUR CONVERSATION WITH RIAD (CAIRO 
4618) YOU MAY TELL RIAD THAT BROWN'S MISSION WAS NOT 
WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE WITH THE SYRIANS. THIS WAS 
AN ENTIRELY UNILATERAL U.S. MOVE. THE DECISION WAS 
MADE VERY QUICKLY IN WASHINGTON AND BROWN LEPT HERE 
THE SAME DAY. MESSAGES WERE SENT AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME 
TO ALL OP THE CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS. WE REGRET THE 
DELAY IN THE MESSAGE TO THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT. IP 
YOU BELIEVE THAT SADAT OR PAHMY MAY HAVE THE SAME 
MISUNDERSTANDING, YOU MAY REAPPIRM THIS POINT TO MOBAREK 
EOR THEM, PERHAPS SAYING THAT IT HAD BEEN RAISED WITH 
YOU BY RIAD. KISSINGER 
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